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On “ Cantharism,” by Dr. AIf.x. McBride. The term cantharism is applied 
by the doctor to “ an induced physiological condition not hitherto described 
it is, he remarks, a peculiar and salutary one, which is established in the human 
economy by a lew large doses of tincture of eantharides, f§j to f3jv, or a long 
continuance of small doses tq, xx to xxx. The cases in which he has had most 
frequent opportunity to notice the beneficial effect of the remedy have been 
“the dangerous extremity of disease—where death was imminent from conges¬ 
tion, engorgement, blood stasis, or collapse; such as cases of typhoid pneu¬ 
monia, congestive intermittent, congestive stage of continued and malarial 
fevers, cholera, choloroid, and the like.” “In some of these cases,” he states, 
“ the induction of the state of cantharism produces a very interesting effect. The 
congestion, flux, or chill is usually arrested or checked by about two to three 
drachms of the medicine in one to two hours’ time. The change begins to be 
observable usually in fifteen to thirty minutes; sometimes not for an hour or 
more; the exalted frequency of pulse abates, its thready, gaseous, and evan¬ 
escent character is changed for one of a definite form under the finger; the 
livid features assume their natural hue ; warmth returns to the extremities; the 
moist rattling of the lungs abates; fear and despair vanish, and hope is re¬ 
stored. In an hour or more the medicine is repeated to confirm the favourable 
impression, and so on in a less dose from time to time, according to indica¬ 
tions." The patient generally recovers, Dr. McB. tells us, excepting in cases 
where vital parts are already destroyed. Even in these hopeless cases there 
will often occur a decided amelioration—life is generally prolonged for many 
hours if not for days. 

The final report comprises the “ Obituaries” of those members whose deaths 
occurred during the preceding year; they were four in number. The report is 
compiled by Dr. E. B. Stevens, of Cincinnati. 

5. The annual session of the Texas State Medical Association, held June, 
1870, was opened by an address from its president. Dr. T. J. Heard, in which 
he advances his views as to the advantages that would accrue from the establish¬ 
ment by the General Government of a National School of Medicine. Such an 
institution is manifestly altogether impracticable, and even if it could be carried 
out, the result would be to convert medical teaching into a political machine, 
and instead of elevating every department of scientific medicine it would have 
the opposite result, while it would most certainly tend to degrade the members 
of our profession into time serving politicians. 

A very good sketch of the “ Science and Progress of Medicine” is furnished 
by S. M. Welch. 

Professor Greensville Dowell relates a case of “ Rupia, accompanied by 
Gout.” The occurrence of rupia in gouty subjects does not appear to us, 
judging from our own experience, to be so unfrequent an occurrence as Dr. D. 
would seem to imply. 

The printed proceedings before us close with a “ Biographical Sketch of Dr. 
Enos T. Bonney, deceased,” by Dr. W. J. Cooke. 

From the zeal by which we find the leading physicians of Texas to be ani¬ 
mated in the promotion of medical organization throughout the State, we an¬ 
ticipate in the future a series of valuable contributions towards the improvement 
and enlargement of medical knowledge, and its perfection in a practical point 
of view. D. F. C. 


Art. XXIX.— Aiken; or, Climatic Cure. By Amort Coffin, M. D., and 
W. H. Geddings, M. D. 12mo. pp. 58. Charleston, S. C., 1870. 

The leading object of this very neatly gotten up pamphlet, is to show the 
advantages of the little town of Aiken, South Carolina, as a residence especially 
adapted for persons predisposed to, or already labouring under, pulmonary 
tuberculosis. The first portion of the treatise of Drs. Coffin and Geddings is 
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devoted to a very concise, bat at the same time highly interesting consideration 
of the influence of climate on phthisis pulmonalis, in reference to its production, 
on the one hand, and on the other, to its amelioration and its cure. In directing, 
more especially, their remarks to the relation between climate and pulmonary 
tuberculosis, the authors of the present pamphlet remark, that they do not wish 
to be understood as confining its good effects to that disease alone ; it is equally 
beneficial in many others, either pulmonary in their seat, or asthenic in their 
character, such as chronic bronchitis, or pneumonia, catarrhs of various kinds, 
and slow convalescence from acute diseases—those convalescences which are 
so imperfect as never to obliterate the stamp of the original disease, if left to 
accomplish themselves under unfavourable circumstances. They have dwelt 
more on consumption because of its great and rapidly increasing prevalence, 
the great interest consequently attached to it, and their convictions that at 
Aiken is to be found a “ combination of circumstances constituting a climate 
calculated to influence beneficially a large majority of consumptive subjects.” 

Drs. Coffin and Geddings lay down as the climatic conditions and agencies, 
which an ample series of observations has shown to be the least liable to concur 
towards the origination of consumption, and the best adapted to arrest its 
progress when already present, as follows: “ 1st. Dryness is thej first attribute 
of a good climate for consumptives. 2d. Elevated positions are much to be 
preferred to low levels. 3d. Fresh and pure air is indispensable to the con¬ 
sumptive ; consequently that climate is best in which the. patient is able without 
discomfort to spend the greater portion of his time in the open air." Drs. C. 
and G. endeavour to show that the climate of Aiken fulfils all these requisites ; 
that it is free from all injurious agencies, while at the same time it possesses in 
a high degree those qualities which are proved to be beneficial. It is colder in 
Aiken thau in Charleston or Savannah, where the temperature is greatly miti¬ 
gated by the proximity of the Gulf Stream and the ocean. It enjoys the dry¬ 
ness of Minnesota, without its excessive cold, and a climate comparatively mild 
without the enfeebling moisture of that of Cuba and Florida. The success of 
our authors in the establishment of the position thus assumed must depend 
upon the result of future accumulated experience. 

In conclusion, we would remark that the chapter on the curability of con¬ 
sumption (arrest of the continued and destructive development and march of 
pulmonary tuberculosis) is replete with interest, and at the same time highly 
suggestive. D. F. C. 


Art. XXX .—Peripheric Linear Operations for Cataract. 

1. Des Nouveaux Proc£d4s Operatoires de la Calarade. Par L. Wecker. 

8vo. pp. 19. Paris: Adrien Delahaye, 1868. 

2. An Improved Method of Extraction of Cataract, with Remits of 107 Ope¬ 

rations. By J. R. Wolfe, M. D. 8vo. pp.71. London: John Churchill 

& Sons, 1868. 

3. Report and Remarks on a Third Series of One Hundred Cases of Cata¬ 

ract Extraction by the Peripheric Linear Method. By H. Knapp, M-D. 

8vo. pp. 29. New York: Wm. Wood & Co., 1869. 

4. On Extraction of Cataract by Von Graefe’s Peripheral Linear Section. 

By Henry Wilson, F.K.C.S. 8vo. pp. 22. Dublin, 1870. 

The above-mentioned pamphlets by no means comprise all the noteworthy 
essays upon the extraction, of cataract which have appeared within the last few 
years; their perusal is, however, interesting as showing to a considerable 
extent the general drift of professional sentiment on this subject in the various 
countries in which they have been published. Dr. Wolfe and Mr. Wilson both 
commence their essays with a short history of the operation of extraction. 
The former speaks doubtingly of the instances sometimes quoted as to the 
extraction of cataract by the ancients, while the latter asserts that they have 
but little foundation and rest upon a faulty translation of the originals. Mr. 
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